
 

 

 

Object Gallery
St Margarets 417 Bourke Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010
Open Tuesday to Sunday
11am - 6pm (Closed Monday) 
Free admission
Tel: +61 2 9361 4511
www.object.com.au

 

  

Media Release Exhibition

A Secret History of Blue and White
Contemporary Australian Ceramics

Image Caption:  Gerry Wedd, Thong Cycle, 2006,  hand built, oxidation fired 1220 degree, cobalt underglaze. Photo: Grant Hancock; Robin Best, In China we Trust, 
2006, unglazed cast porcelain and ceramic pencil, 18 carat gold leaf, 130mm x 620mm. Photo: Grant Hancock
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Object Gallery, one of Australia's most innovative contemporary craft and design organisations, 
presents an exhibition which gives a fresh interpretation to the age old art form of blue and 
white ceramics. From 19 January 2008, A Secret History of Blue and White: Contemporary 
Australian Ceramics showcases the ingenious work of five prominent Australian contemporary 
artists, Robin Best, Stephen Benwell, Bronwyn Kemp, Vipoo Srivilasa and Gerry Wedd.

Whether it is a childhood memory of your grandmother’s precious porcelain cabinet or 
recollections of your travels to Asia, the Middle East or Europe, most of us have a connection to 
the blue and white ceramic tradition. The potency and historical weight of this form of ceramics 
is common to nearly all cultures – be it the leaping fish patterns of Asia or the delicate willow 
of Europe. A Secret History of Blue and White subverts our preconceived notions by applying a 
contemporary edge and taking this classic practice to a completely new place.
 
While each of the artists’ work expresses a diverse personal aesthetic, a commonality between 
all five is the success at which they challenge the predictable nature of blue and white. Gerry 
Wedd’s comments on Australian cultural identity with his willow patterned ceramic thongs, and 
Robin Best’s snuff bottles which explore the relationship between China and the West all 
challenge cultural clichés and previously held assumptions about blue and white ceramics. 

A Secret History of Blue and White: Contemporary Australian Ceramics is accompanied by a 
publication available from Object Gallery for A$15.00. This exhibition will be touring to seven 
venues across Australia during 2008 and 2009. 

For media enquiries including interviews call Mandie Armstrong on (02) 9361 4555 or 
email media@object.com.au

A Secret History of Blue and White is an Asialink and JamFactory Contemporary Craft and Design exhibition 
toured nationally by Object Gallery.


